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1898 he hoisted his pennant on board the
Crescent, attached to the Channel Squadron.
On January 1, 1901, he was promoted to be
Rear-Admiral, and was made Colonel-in-Chief
of the Royal Marine Forces.
This was the year of the death of Queen
Victoria (January 22, 1901). By this event
the Empire was affected as it had never been
before. So long a reign, so good a ruler ! It
seemed as a spell which could not be broken.
No one who had witnessed it could ever for-
get the funeral of the great Queen. First
there was the passage from her island home
between the mighty ships of war, the floating
ramparts of her million subjects. Then the
transit across her mourning capital; through
silent streets, between bare trees, under pale
February skies, passed the laden gun-carriage,
on which, beneath the Union Jack, lay the
first of the Victorian race.
Queen Victoria was dead, and Edward VII.
reigned in her stead. The rulers change, but
the burden of Empire is never lightened.
Each sovereign steps in and takes his place
as the one before him passes away. So
King Edward succeeded to the responsibili-
ties which he had long shared, and in his turn,
too, the Duke of York stood helpful at his
father's side.